Date

Hon. Dr. Eric Hoskins
Minister of Health and Long-Term Care

10th Floor, Hepburn Block
80 Grosvenor Street
Toronto, ON  M7A 2C4 

Dear Minister,

I am writing on behalf of a constituent who recently visited me to discuss SOLIRIS (eculizumab), a Health Canada approved treatment for individuals with atypical Hemolytic Uremic Syndrome (aHUS).  It is the first and only pharmaceutical treatment option for this very rare, chronic and life-threatening genetic condition.
The disease affects approximately 60-90 patients in Canada, and while it can occur at any age, about half of patients are children.  Caused by chronic, uncontrolled activation of the complement system (a part of the body’s natural immune system), with aHUS the immune system attacks the body’s unhealthy and healthy cells, which can result in abnormal blood clotting and blood vessel damage.  The presence of blood clots causes damage to organs, leading to heart attack, stroke, kidney failure and death.

Until recently, Canadians diagnosed with this devastating disease had no medication treatment option available to help them.  SOLIRIS was approved by Health Canada in March 2013 for the treatment of aHUS.  It has been proven effective in preventing both blood vessel damage and abnormal blood clotting.  

It is my understanding that SOLIRIS is not yet funded by the public drug plan in Ontario.  Most patients do not have access to the treatment unless they have private drug coverage that includes SOLIRIS.  This is especially frustrating as SOLIRIS is publicly funded for another life-threatening disease (PNH).

That is why I am asking that you immediately provide SOLIRIS as a choice for people with aHUS and to enable their health care providers in Ontario to more effectively manage this life-threatening disease.

Thank you for your consideration and I look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

MPP
cc.
Your Name & Address

