
Seaway
Pools & Hot Tubs

27 HERITAGE RD., MARKHAM

294-8030

HOT TUB SALE
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• Canada’s leader in Laser Eye Surgery
• Over 200,000 Treatments performed

HILLCROFT PHARMACY

FREE FLU SHOTS
WALK-IN AVAILABLE

5 Hillcroft Dr.,
Steeles Ave. /McCowan Rd. Markham

905.479.6161
Mon. - Fri. 9:30am - 8pm, Sat. 9:30 am - 6 pm

Guardian

Stouffvilletoyota.ca

2014
MODEL
CLEAROUT
EVENT
2015’S
ON THEIR WAY

2 DAY

Fri & Sat 9-6

Huawei to go

Sarah remembered

Wynne, Chan say high-tech  
firm brings jobs to Markham

Drive for Hope lives on after 
death of Thornhill girl, 7
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Chilean troubadours
Group wraps up week in 
residence with 2 shows

ENTERTAINMENT
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See DRUG, page 17.

By Brea Bartholet
bbartholet@yrmg.com

As a mom to three boys, Johann Kerlow 
always tried to maintain an active lifestyle.

Skiing, in particular, is one of her favourites. 
In between volunteering her time around the 

Woman, family struggle for lifesaving drug
right knee was beginning to give out. On July 
16, the day after surgery, her health began to 
steadily decline. Her blood and platelet counts 
fell dramatically.

Soon after, the 57-year-old was placed 

community and caring for her family, Kerlow 
loved to get out to the slopes.

Little did the Markham resident know, her 
life would change dramatically this past July.

After a successful left knee replacement 
almost a year ago, Kerlow began to notice her 
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Runners in the 10th annual Angus Glen Half Marathon head out under an early season snowfall Saturday as they raise funds targeted for 
Markham Stouffville Hospital’s Stollery Family Centre for Children and Childbirth. See more photographs at yorkregion.com
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Study Overview: The City of Markham together with
the Milliken Main Street Landowners Group Inc. are
progressing with the Class Environmental Assessment
(Class EA) for the extension of Midland Avenue north of
Steeles Avenue, in the City of Markham (refer to Study
Area Map). The main objective of this Class EA study is
to identify the preferred alignment of this road to satisfy
technical analyses and functional design.

The Process: This study is being carried out in accordance
with Schedule “C” of the Municipal Engineers Association
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment, October 2000,
as amended in 2007 & 2011, in compliance with the Ontario
Environmental Assessment Act. This process includes
identifying the environmental effects of the planned
activities, and developing and evaluating a reasonable range
of alternative solutions, and identification of measures to
mitigate any adverse environmental impacts.

Upon completion of the study, an Environmental Study Report (ESR) documenting the Class EA
process will be submitted to theMinistry of the Environment and will be available for public review for
a period of 30 calendar days.

Public and Agency Consultation: The Class EA process provides members of the public, agencies, and
interest groups with opportunities for input at key stages of this study. The first Public Information
Centre (PIC) was held in May 2014 to present the study scope, need & justification, evaluation criteria
and various alternative alignments.

The main purpose of PIC #2 is to report on study progress, present the comparative assessment of
the alignment alternatives, propose the Technically Preferred Alignment, and provide an opportunity
for the public and government agencies to review and comment. Representatives from the City
and the Consultant Team will be present at this session to answer questions and discuss next steps
in the study.

We invite you to attend PIC #2 to learn more about this project and the next steps in this process.
Details are as follows:

MIDLAND AVENUE EXTENSION
(FROM STEELES AVENUE TO OLD KENNEDY ROAD)
MUNICIPAL CLASS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (SCHEDULE C)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTER #2

If you have any questions or comments regarding the study, or unable to attend this PIC, or wish to be
added to the study mailing list, please contact either of the following project teammembers:

Binu Korah, MBA, P. Eng
City of Markham
101 Town Centre Boulevard
Markham, Ontario, L3R 9W3
Tel: (905) 477-7000 ex. 2849
Fax: (905) 479-7773
E-mail: bkorah@markham.ca

Tony Masongsong, P. Eng
Masongsong Associates Engineering
Limited
7800 Kennedy Road
Markham, Ontario, L3R 2C7
Tel: (905) 944-0162 ex. 222
Fax: (905) 944-0165
E-mail: tonym@maeng.ca

Information is collected in accordance with theMunicipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.
With the exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the public record.

Date: Tuesday, November 11th, 2014
Time: 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

(Formal Presentation @ 7:00pm)
Location: City of Markham, Canada Room

101 Town Centre Boulevard, Markham

on dialysis, as her kidneys slowly began to fail. Eventu-
ally she was diagnosed at Toronto General Hospital 
with an incredibly rare genetic condition called atypical 
Hemolytic Uremic Syndrome – or aHUS, currently only 
affecting between 60 and 90 Canadians.

The aggressive disease attacks the body’s major inter-
nal organs, potentially leading to a heart attack, kidney 
failure, stroke or death.

Since her diagnosis, Kerlow has been receiving weekly 
tranfusions of plasma. “When things were critical, I was 
getting 18 dosages in one sitting. Recently it’s been down 
to 10,” she explained.

When Kerlow and her family first spoke with the 
Economist & Sun in early October, they were hoping she 
would be able to receive a potentially life-changing treat-
ment called Soliris – the only drug at present that can 
keep aHUS at bay and improve Kerlow’s quality of life.

According to aHUS Canada vice chair Michael Eygen-
raam, the Canadian government says it does not have 
enough data from Canadian patients to support funding.

Soliris costs upwards of $500,000 for a year’s worth of 
treatment.

Petitions were signed, government representatives 
were contacted and family and friends of Kerlow pushed 
day and night for the treatment to become available.

Then, near the end of October, they received word 
six months’ worth of the treatment would be funded 
through the Ontario Trillium Foundation. Though 
Johann has already experienced severe trauma to her 
internal organs, husband Tom is hopeful.

“We are extremely grateful for access to this drug 
through the ministry of health and we’re hoping it will 
work and that there hasn’t been irreparable damage,” 
he said. “After the six months, Trillium will re-assess her 
condition and determine whether or not she will get 
more funding for it.”

He added Kerlow and the family owe a lot to local 
MPP Michael Chan, as well as Kerlow’s hematologist.

Though receiving the drug has been a small step 
toward a normal life for Kerlow, there is still the threat of 
it affecting her three sons — one of whom has already 
battled aHUS and kidney failure.

“My mom is one of the toughest people I know and is 
the glue to our family,” said son Jeff. “We’re doing every-
thing we can to get the government aware of this. Down 
the road we may have a need for the drug for myself, my 
mom and my brothers.”

Kerlow’s other two sons will soon be tested for aHUS.
The family hopes enough awareness will be raised in 

order for the government to fund Soliris.
“I’m not the only one suffering from this,” said Ker-

low. “There are other people in Canada that need this 
drug and I want them to have access to it. We deserve it.”

For more, visit www.ahuscanada.org

Johann Kerlow has spent her fair share of being hooked 
up to machines at hospital. Government funding will 
allow her to get a needed drug for six months.
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Drug $500K per year


