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 LIFESTYLE
ART BRIEFS
❱ Artist info night
Brampton Arts Council (BAC) pres-
ents an info night for artists inter-
ested in participating in Art In The 
Open during the Brampton Farmers’ 
Market. The info session runs March 
5 from 7 to 8 p.m. at 24-A Alexander 
St. Registration is necessary. For 
details call 905-874-2919 ext. 301. 
You do not need to be a member of 
BAC to attend.

❱ Call for artists
The 8th Annual Beaux-Arts Brampton 
(BAB) Open Juried Art & Photography 
Show is now accepting submis-
sions for consideration. The show 
is open to emerging artists working 
in painting, printmaking, mixed 
media, sculpture and photography. 
Deadline to enter is March 6. The 
show runs March 31 to April 18. Call 
905-454-5677.

❱ Theatre volunteers
The City of Brampton’s theatres are 
looking for individuals to volunteer 
time to local arts organizations. 
Opportunities are available for 
students, seniors and everyone in 
between. Volunteer ushers provide 
invaluable services by ushering 
patrons to their seats, answering 
questions and creating a pleasant 
environment. Volunteer locations in-
clude Rose Theatre, Garden Square, 
Lester B. Pearson Theatre and 
Cyril Clark Library Lecture Hall. Visit 
http://www.brampton.ca/sites/Rose-
Theatre/EN/Brampton-Theatres/
Pages/Opportunities.aspx.

By Ashley Goodfellow
agoodfellow@bramptonguardian.com

Brian Bird’s newest production, Emily Strikes 
Back, is not your typical tribute to Star Wars.

In fact, the Brampton playwright admits 
the 60-minute one-act comedy is actually his 
love letter to the epic movie trilogy – and it’s 
playing in Brampton for one show only on 
Saturday, March 7.

The play, presented by Plays By Bird and 
happening at the Royal Canadian Legion 
(Branch 609) at 1133 Queen St., follows a 
group of friends who are going to see The Em-
pire Strikes Back during opening week. Set 

in the ’80s, in a movie theatre, the audience 
will watch as the character Emily attempts to 
win over her ex-boyfriend 
Kevin.

“Kevin recently broke 
up with Emily, so Emily 
has decided to show up 
and plead her case to him 
– but it’s not really the 
right night for it,” explains 
Bird, “and she kind of ruins the whole night.”

Bird said there ia a lot of audience involve-
ment, and guests are even encouraged to 
dress up in Star Wars costumes or clothing.

He’s pleased to be bringing one of his orig-

inal productions home, and says it’s been a 
few years since he staged one of his works in 

Brampton.
He’s also hoping the 

hometown showing will 
spark funds for and inter-
est in a workshopping pro-
gram he’s pitching to high 
schools.

“We’re hoping to take 
this production to schools,” he said. “Often 
when students see a play, they don’t have 
access to the playwright, so we are trying to 
build a program around that.” 

Any educators interested in bringing the 

show and workshop to their schools can see 
the play for no charge on March 7.

Otherwise, those interested can purchase 
$10 tickets, and help support the develop-
ment of an educational program built around 
Emily Strikes Back.

The play features Armand Antony of 
Brampton as Kevin, Bird as Ricky, Amanda 
Edwards as Emily, Allison Edwards-Crewe 
of Brampton as Sarah, Michael Kimmons of 
Brampton as Peter and Meagan Tuck as De-
nise.

Tickets are available at the door, and doors 
open at 8 p.m. with a show start time sched-
uled for 9:45 p.m.

Comedic love story pays tribute to Star Wars

Brampton man with rare disease says 
Queen’s Park funding needs clarity

By Radhika Panjwani
rpanjwani@bramptonguardian.com

A Brampton man with an ultra 
rare disorder says Queen’s Park 
decision to fund the life-saving 
drug Soliris on “interim basis” for 
patients with atypical hemolytic 
uremic syndrome (aHUS), though 
welcome, is shrouded in lot of un-
knowns and may not benefit all.

Last week, Michael Eygenraam, 
50, and other patients with aHUS 
held a press conference at Queen’s 
Park before question period. Af-
terwards, Ontario Health Minister 
Eric Hoskins announced the gov-
ernment would fund the drug for 
patients that met certain clinical 
criteria, which means payment 
will be decided on a case-by-case 
basis.

aHus is a rare genetic condi-
tion which can cause neurological 
problems, seizures and severely 
high blood pressure, leading to 
damage to the body’s vital organs, 
including the heart, kidneys and 
brain. In Canada, there are some 
100 aHUS patients. Soliris costs 
around $500,000 per year for pa-
tients and is unaffordable for the 
average person, said Eygenraam.

The Brampton man and others 
said they greeted the minister’s an-
nouncement with “cautious opti-
mism” and will do so until such a 

time when there’s a clear under-
standing around the criteria.

“A temporary funding an-
nouncement is a significant first 
step towards reaching the long-
term, permanent funding solu-
tion we urgently seek, as we feel 
it demonstrates that the ministry 
of health and long-term care sees 
the value in the strong clinical data 
supporting the efficacy and safety 
of Soliris,” he said. 

“aHUS Canada will continue 
to seek clarity from the ministry 
on the interim funding criteria, 

and importantly, collaborate with 
government to ensure all aHUS 
patients, whose physicians deter-
mine (if patients) can benefit from 
this life-saving treatment, can re-
ceive timely access to Soliris.”

In conversations with the deci-
sions makers that determine the 
criteria, Eygenraam has found the 
conditions for patients to qualify 
for Soliris funding are restrictive 
and so many may not benefit.

“There will be very few patients 
that will actually get access to Solir-
is,” he said, adding he’s currently in 

remission. “You actually have to be 
in a life-and-death situation before 
you can get it.” 

Until last week, Quebec was 
the only province that covered the 
drug.

Eygenraam began showing 
symptoms of aHUS in 2002, but it 
was eight years before he would 
receive the right diagnosis. In 2002, 
the Brampton man lost his kidneys 
as a result of it and attempts at a 
transplant failed. The father of two 
continues to be on hemodialysis 
five times a week and the disease 
leaves him with extreme fatigue 
and pain.

“The treatments available in the 
province currently are not effec-
tive,” he said. “We (patients) have 
been waiting a long time for the 
government to make a decision on 
funding the only pharmaceutical 
treatment (Soliris) for the disease 
we have.” 

In patients diagnosed with 
aHUS, the body’s complement 
system – a network of proteins and 
enzymes that interact with one an-
other to protect the body against 
foreign bodies – fails to shut off and 
cannot distinguish between the 
healthy cells and the invasive ones. 

For more information, visit 
www.ahuscanada.org and join the 
group on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/ahus.canada.

Michael Eygenraam seen here with his wife Margriet. The Brampton man has an 
ultra rare disease called aHUS whose only pharmaceutical cure is drug called Soliris 
which is unaffordable for the average patient and costs $500,000/per year. Last week, 
Queen’s Park announced funding for the drug, but Michael says the government’s 
criteria of who’s eligible is very “restrictive.”


